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Explaining Female Identity in the
Short Story “Lenge Be Lengeha”
based on Karen Horney's theory

Fatemeh Motasadei / Marzieh
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Borzoyan

Abstract

Gender and related issues are among the facts that
have always been important to human societies
and have formed the basic foundations of social
division. Literature has been one of the most
important areas of reflection of gender concepts,
including discrimination and identity crises of
women, in Iran and the world. Women, both as
writers and as fictional characters, have reflected
aspects of the general position of women in
society and aspects of female identity, especially
in the literature of recent decades. Women's
stories, in addition to its connection with the field
of literature in general, is a very important sign of
the profound social, cultural and human
transformation that has occurred in the field of
women's life in Iran over the past hundred years.
The short story “Lengeh Be Lengeh (The ill-
matched ones)” written by Zoya Pirzad, is a
gender-based narrative of a woman's life. In
addition, the reflection of the author's female
mentality makes this story a good case for
psychoanalysis from the perspective of sexual
identity. “Female identity” is one of the main
elements of the theory of Karen Horney, the
founder of feminist psychology, which has been
mostly focused on and effective in literary and
analytical studies. An important feature of Karen
Horney's theory, which provides the basis for
adapting with the story Lenge be lengeha, is the
emphasis on the relationship between society and
the formation of female sexual identity. This study
seeks to identify the features of female identity
manifested in the story of Lenge be Lengeha in
line with Karen Horney's theory. This study
employed a descriptive-analytical design. The
results indicated that the female identity in this
story is largely based on the criteria and
definitions of the traditional female society and
any conflict with these criteria is considered an
identity crisis, psychopathology, and psychosis.

Keywords: Lengeh Be Lengehha, Zoya Pirzad,
Karen Horney, Female Identity.
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