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Abstract

Narration is seen in different aspects of human culture. When the Persian prose texts
of 4™ to 7" centuries (A.H) will be revised from such a perspective, this question will
be raised: which narrative forms are identifiable in the most ancient Persian prose
texts from 4™ to 7" centuries? The aim of this study is to reach a general
understanding toward the presence of various narrative forms in the texts of the early
years of Persian language. The exploration of hundreds of texts of prose-writing
period shows that the content of these texts comprises different subjects such as
astrology, rhetoric, philosophy, politics, geography, history, mythology, travel
writing, epistolary, commentaries, encyclopedia, biography, ethics, theology, dream
interpretation, music, geometry, talismans, etc. And more importantly, in 85% of
texts which are under investigation, a variety of narrative forms is observable and
different forms such as reportage, tale and long stories are of significant functions in
the texts for example, reporting and citing the past events, describing the situations,
creating allegories, expressing the ideas, elucidating the ambiguous and elusive
thoughts, depicting the observations, recording the experiences and narrating the
stories. The results also show the variety of subjects as well as various functions of
narrative kinds in the social life of Persian speakers of these mentioned centuries. The
existence of such a reservoir enriched in narrative forms in the early years of prose-
writing implies that the history of narration in the Persian language dates back to far
older times than the 4™ century. Such a rich heritage paved the way for creative
writers of the present time to create more intricate forms of narrative by transforming
the simple ones.

Keywords: Prose, Narration, Reportage, Tale, Story, 4™ to 7" Centuries.
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