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Gothic Elements and Components
in the Stories of Sadeq Hedayat

Abdullah Hassanzadeh Mir Ali* / Hor
Parimi”™

Abstract

The word "Gothic" refers to a tribe, a group of
Germanic people who migrated from northern
Europe to the southern coast of the Baltic Sea.
It was originally referred to a particular style of
architecture with features that expressed
mystery and horror; but between 1760 and
1820, Gothic became the name of a genre in
fiction. Fictional environments of this literary
style are usually ruined palaces and abandoned
basements, cemeteries, and dark, less crowded
spaces. The authors of these stories occupy the
minds of the readers with horror and mystery
by creating anxiety and horror along with
partial descriptions, as well as unnatural and
imaginary events. The characters in these works
are usually unbalanced, psychotic, and
sometimes criminal human beings who trap
their soul in the chest of the readers by their
actions, and for this reason, these types of
stories will be turned into crime-police stories.
Sadeq Hedayat is one of the prominent Iranian
novelists who have created an imaginative,
melancholy and horrible atmosphere in his
works by using these elements, as these points
can be felt in most of his stories. In this
research, which has been done by content
analysis  method, these elements and
components in the stories of this author have
been studied using the library sources.
Keywords: Gothic, Horror, Guidance,
Fiction, Isolation.
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